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LESSON PLANS

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and
the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity

perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgment.
History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change,

relationships between different groups, as well as their own

KS1 
Hi1/1.1    changes within living memory. 
Where appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life 
Hi1/1.2    events beyond living memory 
that are significant nationally or globally  
Hi1/1.3    the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to 
compare aspects of life in different periods  
Hi1/1.4    significant historical events, 
people and places in their own locality. 

 

Hi2/2.1
Pupils should be taught 
about an aspect
history
 
Hi2/2.2
chronological study
Pupils should be taught
study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066

Who were the important characters in Tudor times?

Aims                     Possible activities

Who were 

the key 

Tudor 

people? 

 

Pre topic assessment, children to spider gram all they know 
about Tudors including time, events and people. 
Look at Tudor artefacts - what could this have been used
Pupils to draw one of the artefacts
then investigate the `real` use. 
Children to interview key person from the Tudor times, what 
were they like, what did they do? ( Ask someone  to play the 
part)  
Children to write a ‘This is Your
famous Tudor person.  
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LESSON PLANS IDEAS 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM (2014) 
Purpose of study 

quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of 
the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask 

think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgment.
History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change,

relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.
 

KS2 
Hi2/2.1    Local History 
Pupils should be taught 
about an aspect of local 
history 

Hi2/2.2    Extended 
chronological study 
Pupils should be taught a 
study of an aspect or theme 
in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

 

Medieval Britain (1066-1509) 

 the development of Church, state and 
Britain 1066-1509 

This could include: 

o he struggle between Church and crown
o the Black Death and its social and economic impact
o the Wars of the Roses; Henry VII and attempts to restore stability

 a local history study, e.g.  
o a depth study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above
o a study over time, testing how far sites in their locality reflect 

aspects of national history (some sites may predate 1066)

o a study of an aspect or site in local history dating from a period 
before 1066 

 

Who were the important characters in Tudor times?

Possible activities Targets 

Pre topic assessment, children to spider gram all they know 
about Tudors including time, events and people.  

what could this have been used for? 
to draw one of the artefacts and label with possible uses, 

then investigate the `real` use.  
Children to interview key person from the Tudor times, what 
were they like, what did they do? ( Ask someone  to play the 

our Life’ style presentation about a 

Children will be 

aware of the 

achievements of 

named 

individuals. 
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understanding of Britain’s past and that of 
about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask 

think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgment. 
History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 

identity and the challenges of their time.  

KS3 

the development of Church, state and society in Medieval 

he struggle between Church and crown  
the Black Death and its social and economic impact   
the Wars of the Roses; Henry VII and attempts to restore stability 

study linked to one of the British areas of study listed above 
a study over time, testing how far sites in their locality reflect 
aspects of national history (some sites may predate 1066) 

a study of an aspect or site in local history dating from a period 

Who were the important characters in Tudor times? 

 

Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

Children will be 

achievements of 

Can children 

extract 

information from 

a range of 

sources? 

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2  
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What

Aims                     Possible activities

What were 

the key 

events in 

Tudor 

times? 

Timeline, where the Tudors fit in to our history.  Children to 

match up the key events with the people involved. 

Give children a blank timeline with some of the key dates on, 

children to find an event to match each date. 

Why did Henry VIII marry six 

Aims                     Possible activities

Why did 
Henry VIII 
marry six 
times? 

How many times did Henry VIII marry? 
how people choose a partner and why they marry. Explain that 
Henry VIII was a member of the Tudor royal family.   Tell the 
story of Henry VIII and his six wives, using 
including internet.  
Learn poem divorced… write in books under timeline.
Plenary – rehearse poem. 
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What were the key events in Tudor times? 

 

Possible activities Targets 

Timeline, where the Tudors fit in to our history.  Children to 

match up the key events with the people involved.  

Give children a blank timeline with some of the key dates on, 

children to find an event to match each date.  

Children will be 
able to locate 
the Tudor period 
correctly on a 
time line. 

 

Why did Henry VIII marry six times? 

Possible activities Targets 

How many times did Henry VIII marry? Discuss with the children 
how people choose a partner and why they marry. Explain that 
Henry VIII was a member of the Tudor royal family.   Tell the 
story of Henry VIII and his six wives, using various sources, 

te in books under timeline. 

To locate the 
Tudors within 
the context of 
the history of 
Britain. 
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Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

Children will be 

the Tudor period 

  Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   

Hi2/2.2   

 

Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

 Children should 
be able to use 

the names of the 
six wives in 
sequence 

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2   
(KS3 
struggle 
between 
‘church 
and 
crown’.)  
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Aims                     Possible activities

What was 

Henry VIII 

like? 

What was Henry VIII like as a person?  
Give the children a written description of Henry 
underline the key descriptive words. Ask them to compare these 
words with what they have already heard about Henry VIII.

Give the children portraits of Henry VIII
portraits to ask and answer as many questions as they can 
about the king’s appearance. 

Give the children some words describing Henry’s character, 
eg dignified, fierce. Encourage them to add their own words. Ask 
the children to decide whether they think the portrait suggests 
the king had these attributes. Use questions and answers to 
recap. Ask the children to write a brief description of Henry
think Henry was... because...’  
character .  

 

Aims                     Possible activities

What was 

Henry 

VIII’s job? 

What did Henry VIII do all day? 
Give the children a list of activities combining those that a Tudor 
king was expected to do, eg hunting, attending church, signing 
papers, dining in state, with some that he did not do, 
wood, selling cloth. Ask the children to sort the activities into two 
categories; those they think the king did and those he did not do.

Ask the children to feed back their decisions and discuss the 
range of responsibilities of a Tudor monarch.
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What was Henry VIII like? 

 

Possible activities Targets 

What was Henry VIII like as a person?   
Give the children a written description of Henry and ask them to 
underline the key descriptive words. Ask them to compare these 
words with what they have already heard about Henry VIII. 

Give the children portraits of Henry VIII. Tell them to use the 
portraits to ask and answer as many questions as they can 

 

Give the children some words describing Henry’s character, 
Encourage them to add their own words. Ask 

whether they think the portrait suggests 
the king had these attributes. Use questions and answers to 
recap. Ask the children to write a brief description of Henry I 
think Henry was... because...’    or annotate a picture to show his 

Children will be 
able to able to  
gather 
information 
about Henry VIII 
from portraits 
and written 
sources 

What was a Tudor King’s job? 

 

Possible activities Targets 

What did Henry VIII do all day?  
Give the children a list of activities combining those that a Tudor 

hunting, attending church, signing 
with some that he did not do, eg cutting 

Ask the children to sort the activities into two 
categories; those they think the king did and those he did not do. 

to feed back their decisions and discuss the 
range of responsibilities of a Tudor monarch. 

Children will be 
able to 
understand the 
role of a 
monarch 
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Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

will be 

about Henry VIII 

Can the children 
identify features 
of the Henry VII 
characteristics 
from different 
sources?   

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2   
 

Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

Children will be Can the children 
sort information 
to demonstrate 
their knowledge 
of the role and 
duties of a 
Tudor king? 

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2   
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Aims                     Possible activities

Why did 

Henry VIII 

become a 

protestant? 

Why did Henry divorce Catherine of Aragon?  
Give the children a text with a simple description of Henry’s 
problems, eg the need for a son, Catherine’s age, the need for 
money. It should also include a few solutions. Ask the children to 
identify the problems. Help the children place the problems in 
order of importance and to suggest solutions and produce a grid 
with two columns: problems and solutions.

Aims                     Possible activities

Explorers, 
who, 
when, 
where 
why? 

Seascape. Ask children to make a list of three countries that do 
not appear on the map and to identify other differences between 
the Tudor maps and present-day maps. 
Give the children sources that describe going to sea during the 
period, e.g. navigation, food, sea 
punishments, daily life and disease. 
letters from the explorers home to describe their lives at sea.  
Children to plot the main events of Drake’s voyage on a timeline. 
These dates and events could then be added to the world map 
and linked together to show Drake’s route around the world. 
Children could role play life on a ship, considering the day to day 
difficulties, rank of people on board etc. 
Children to write an advert for someone to join Drake on his 
voyage, thinking… 
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Why did Henry VIII divorce? 

 

Possible activities Targets 

Why did Henry divorce Catherine of Aragon?   
Give the children a text with a simple description of Henry’s 

the need for a son, Catherine’s age, the need for 
It should also include a few solutions. Ask the children to 

identify the problems. Help the children place the problems in 
order of importance and to suggest solutions and produce a grid 
with two columns: problems and solutions. 

Children to 
consider 
possible 
solutions to 
Henry’s 
problems. 

 

Exploration 

Possible activities Targets 

Ask children to make a list of three countries that do 
not appear on the map and to identify other differences between 

day maps.  
Give the children sources that describe going to sea during the 
period, e.g. navigation, food, sea monsters, superstitions, 
punishments, daily life and disease. Children to write diaries or 
letters from the explorers home to describe their lives at sea.   
Children to plot the main events of Drake’s voyage on a timeline. 
These dates and events could then be added to the world map 
and linked together to show Drake’s route around the world.  
Children could role play life on a ship, considering the day to day 
difficulties, rank of people on board etc.  

vert for someone to join Drake on his 

Children will find 
out and record 
aspects of the 
daily life of 
sailors.  
Children will 
know and 
understand the 
reasons for, and 
events of, 
exploration in 
the Tudor 
period.  
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Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

Children should 
be able to 
identify the 
problems of the 
king and place 
in order of 
importance. 

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2  
(Also KS3 
struggle 
between 
church 
and 
crown) 

 

Assessment 

opportunities 

NC 

Links 

Children will find 

reasons for, and 

Can children 
extract 
information from 
a range of 
sources? 

Hi1/1.1  
Hi1/1.3 
Hi1/1.4   
Hi2/2.2   
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Aims                     Possible activities

What were 
the 
differences 
in quality 
of life for 
rich and 
poor? 

Children will design and make the exterior of a house. Children 
will be able to use information sources to help in their 
designing. Children will use what they already know about 
Tudor architecture to inform their designing.
what types of houses the rich lived in. Children to compare a 
rich and poor house by drawing up a chart, or by drawing the 
different types of home. Children will be able to summarise the 
differences between two types of people living during the 
Tudor times. Children will recognise 
disadvantages faced by rich and poor people in Tudor times.

 

Aims                     Possible activities

What was 

life like in 

Tudor 

times? 

Children to use independent research to find out more about a 
chosen area of Tudor life. E.G. entertainment, looking at a 
theatre, Shakespeare, what life was like for children during 
Tudor times.  
Tudor fayre, children to learn about how Tudor people 
celebrated, what they wore and the foods they ate.
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Rich & Poor 

Possible activities Targets 

design and make the exterior of a house. Children 
will be able to use information sources to help in their 
designing. Children will use what they already know about 
Tudor architecture to inform their designing. Children will know 

ich lived in. Children to compare a 
rich and poor house by drawing up a chart, or by drawing the 
different types of home. Children will be able to summarise the 
differences between two types of people living during the 
Tudor times. Children will recognise the main advantages and 
disadvantages faced by rich and poor people in Tudor times. 

Children will 
start to 
understand the 
difference 
between the 
styles of the rich 
and poor 
homes. 

Tudor Life 

 

Possible activities Targets 

Children to use independent research to find out more about a 
chosen area of Tudor life. E.G. entertainment, looking at a 
theatre, Shakespeare, what life was like for children during 

Tudor fayre, children to learn about how Tudor people 
rated, what they wore and the foods they ate. 

Children will be 

able to have a 

thorough 

knowledge of at 

least one aspect 

of Tudor life. 
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Assessment 

opportunities 

NC Links 

styles of the rich 

 Children should 
be able to 
describe the 
pictures and 
convey their 
opinions drawn 
from them. 

Hi1/1.4    
Also KS3 ‘how 
did the black 
death improve 
the lives of the 
poor? 
 

Assessment 

opportunities 

NC Links 

least one aspect 

 Can children 

extract 

information from 

a range of 

sources? 

Hi1/1.4 

Cross 

curriculum 

with literature 

(Shakespeare)  
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Why did Elizabeth have so 
many suitors? 

What was the significance of 
Elizabeth I’s portraits? 

Why was there a Secret 
Service? 
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The Elizabethans 

 

 

Why was it important for royalty 
to marry? 

Why was there a rivalry 
between Elizabeth I & Mary 

What problems did Elizabeth I 
face? 

Why was there so much 
exploration of other lands? 

What happened when 
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Why was there a rivalry 
between Elizabeth I & Mary 

Queen of Scots? 
Why did the Spanish 

Armada invade? 
What happened when 

Elizabeth I died? 


