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Subject content from the National Curriculum 2014 (content in bold can be met through this topic) 
 

 

• Changes within living memory including aspects of change in national life. 
 

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. [Theatres and Plays] 
 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 

achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. [William Shakespeare, 

Tudor Monarchs] 
 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. [William Shakespeare and Stratford-Upon-

Avon] 

 

Aims of the National Curriculum 2014 (aims in bold will be met during this day) 
 

• Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times 

to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. 
 

 

• Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; 

the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements 

and follies of mankind. 
 

• Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 

‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 
 

• Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference 

and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 
 

 

 

• Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical 

claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
 

 

 

• Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 

political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 
 

Cross-Curricular Links SMSC (from Ofsted Guidance April 2014) 

English 

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

• Elaborate and explain clearly understanding and 

ideas. 

• Participate in discussion about books, poems 

and other works that are read to them. 

• Use role-play and drama techniques to identify 

with and explore characters, extend their 

understanding of what they read and try out the 

language they have listened to. 

 

Spiritual  

• Experience enjoyment and fascination in learning about 

others and the world around them. 

• Use imagination and creativity in learning. 

Social 

• Show interest in, and understanding of, the way 

communities and societies function at a variety of levels. 

Cultural 

• Show understanding and appreciation of the wide range of 

cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 

• Be willing to participate in, and respond to artistic, 

technological, scientific and cultural opportunities. 
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Class/Teacher: Week/Date: 

Learning Objectives:  
 

• Put periods of history in chronological order 

• Identify similarities and differences between entertainment in different periods.  

• Explain how historical figures have had an impact on life today. 

• Explain how books and plays can tell us about life in the past. 
 

Tudor World Activities: 

Museum Tour:   

historical concepts - how people’s lives have shaped this nation, gain historical perspective by placing their 

growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between cultural and social history 

General tour of the museum explaining significant aspects of Tudor life. 

 

Shakespeare and Entertainment Workshop: 

historical concepts -  develop an understanding of chronological narrative , similarity and difference, make 

connections, short and long timescales,  

 

What sort of entertainment do people have today?– television , cinema etc.  Modern theatres (The RSC) 

The Ancient Greeks, amphitheatres, masks, comedy and tragedy 

Shakespeare’s Theatre, The Globe, Who he wrote about, Royal plays 

Actors and women in theatre. 

A simple timeline – Greeks, Tudors, Present Day 

 

Drama Session: 

English concepts - literary heritage, participate in discussion, use role-play and drama techniques to identify with 

and explore characters, try out language they have listened to. 

 

Drama and roleplay activities based on some of Shakespeare’s plays. 

 

Tour of Stratford with William Shakespeare: 

historical concepts - how people’s lives have shaped this nation, gain historical perspective by placing their 

growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between cultural and social history 

 

Looking at Tudor houses. 

Learning about aspects of daily life in Tudor times. 

Learning about Shakespeare’s life, family and education. 

 

Plenary/Assessment: 

Sheet provided for teacher record of assessment. 

 

 


